
Willard Van Orman Quine

Wissenschaft und Empfindung.
Die Immanuel Kant Lectures

Übersetzt u. mit einer Einleitung von Howard
G. Callaway. – problemata 144. 2003. 159 S.,
1 Abb. Br. e 25,- / sFr 46,-. ISBN 3 7728 2006 9.
Lieferbar

Quine’s Kant Lectures, given at the Stanford
University in 1980, which so far have been
published in Italian only, are presented in a
new German translation. The themes will be
familiar to students of Quine’s physicalism
and behaviorism, his philosophy of science
and his philosophy of language: I. »Prolego-
mena: Mind and Its Place in Nature«, II. »En-
dolegomena: From Ostension to Quantifica-
tion«, III. »Endolegomena loipa: The Forked
Animal«, and IV. »What is it All About?«
Overall, the Lectures pose the question: »How,
on the strength of the mere sporadic triggering
of our sensory receptors, is it possible to fabri-
cate our elaborate theory of other minds and
the external world?« This puts the Lectures in
a close relation to the themes of Quine’s im-
portant 1973 book, ›The Roots of Reference‹.
Readers of the Kant Lectures will find them
fresh, clear, and sometimes surprising, and they
will shed new light on the Carus Lectures. The
Kant Lectures also entered into Quine’s thin-
king in his later book, ›Theories and Things‹
(1981), and will doubtlessly reflect new insi-
ght on his later books as well. 

Quine starts with an argument for monistic
physicalism, in contrast to dualism and moni-
stic mentalism, depending partly on Wittgen-
stein’s argument against the possibility of pri-
vate languages, and develops from this thesis
the main lines of his behavioristic approach to
mind, mental states, mental events, and the
language of mind and meaning. The famous
thesis of the indeterminacy of translation and
meaning is here clearly a matter of the inabili-
ty of observational reports to control the deve-
lopment of the higher reaches of language
both in common-sense usage, including its
mentalistic vocabulary, and in the physical
sciences. After providing a rational recon-
struction of the human progress from sensory
stimulation to the language and content of the
elaborate edifice of the sciences, Quine ends
with reflections on ontology.
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